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A climate change poem for today: A Language of Change by
David Sergeant
UK poet laureate Carol Ann Duffy curates a by various authors on the theme of climate
change

Thu 4 Jun 2015 06.05 EDT

‘as late capitalism writhed in its internal decision concerning whether 
to destroy Earth’s biosphere or change its rules’ 
– Kim Stanley Robinson

We’re sat by the ocean and this 
could be a love poem; but that lullaby murderer 
refuses each name I give it 
and the icebergs seep into our sandwiches, 
translated by carbon magic. And even this might be 
to say too much. But the muse of poetry 
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has told me to be more clear – and don’t, 
s/he said, for the love of God, please, screw things up. 
Ambiguous, I didn’t reply; as we’re sat 
by the ocean and I could make it 
anything you wanted, for this moment 
of speaking – but we have made it 
something forever. Together 
the weather 
is a language we can barely understand; 
but confessional experts detect 
in the senseless diktat of hurricane 
a hymning of our sins, our stupid counterpoint. 
Love has served its purpose, now must be 
transformed by an impersonal sequester 
of me into the loves I will not see, 
or touch, or in any way remember. 
Perhaps it was always like this – take my hand, 
horizon – ceding this land.

Since you’re here…
… we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading The Guardian than ever but advertising
revenues across the media are falling fast. Our independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of
time, money and hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters –
because it might well be your perspective, too.

Unlike many news organisations, we haven’t put up a paywall – we want our journalism to remain
free and open to everyone. Democracy depends on reliable access to information. By making our
journalism publicly available, we're able to hold governments, companies and institutions to
account, and offer our diverse, global readership a platform for debate and commentary. This
encourages us all to challenge our opinions on what’s happening in our world. By supporting The
Guardian – and just giving what you can afford – you can help us ensure that everyone has access
to critical information for years to come.

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would be much
more secure. For as little as $1, you can support the Guardian – and it only takes a minute. Thank
you.
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